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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1 -7, 9-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Juliver, Quandt et al. or Richmond et al. 

Re claim 1 and 1 1 , note that Juliver, Quandt and Richmond each disclose a water 
temperature selecting and control module for a washing machine (see Juliver, col. 5, 
line 41-44) comprising a processor (50 in Juliver; 36 in Quandt; 100 in Richmond) a 
selector (52 in Juliver, 26 in Quandt; 108 in Richmond) operative to allow a user to 
select a water temperature setting for the washing machine; selector circuitry/logic 
(inherent in all, since all send a signal to the processor representing the selected 
temperature) in communication with said selector and said processor, said selector 
circuitry/logic operative to provide a signal representing the selected water temperature 
setting; and said processor is operative to receive said selected water temperature 
setting signal and produce a control signal in response thereto, said control signal 
operative to control water flow (by controlling the hot and cold water valve inlets) into 
the washing machine. Re claims 3, 4, 12 and 13, Quandt and Richmond disclose the 
washing machine/water level sensor signal (76 in Quandt; 56e-d in Richmond). Re 
claim 5, Quandt and Richmond disclose the water temp and water level signal. Re claim 
6 and 14, Quandt discloses the knobs (28a-e). Re claims 7 and 15, Juliver, Quandt and 
Richmond disclose the plurality of water temperature settings. Re claim 9, Juliver, 
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Quandt and Richmond disclose the valve (34, 36 in Juliver' 46, 48 in Quandt; 30, 32 in 
Richmond). Re claim 10, Richmond discloses the solenoid valve. Re claim 17 
Richmond discloses the signal being provided to a solenoid. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Juliver, 
Quandt et al. or Richmond et al. in view of either Hornung et al. or Sood et al. 
Claim 2 defines over the applied prior art only in the recitation of the selector and 
processor being on the same board. Hornung and Sood are each cited disclosing in a 
washing machine control system, a selector for temperature setting and a processor 
being mounted on the same board (see Hornung, col. 5, lines 23-3; Sood col. 6, lines 
62-67). It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the device of Juliver, Quandt or Richmond to have the selector and processor 
mounted on the same board as taught by either Hornung or Richmond, for the purpose 
or providing a more compact arrangement. 

5. Claims 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juliver, Quandt et al. or Richmond et al. in view of Stayton 

Claim 8 and 16 defines over the applied prior art only in the recitation of the 
potentiometer. Stayton is cited disclosing in a selector for temperature setting in a 
washing machine, the arrangement of employing a potentiometer (see col.4, line 11). It 
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therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary sl<ill in the art to modify the 
device of Juliver, Quandt or Richmond, to include a potentiometer as taught by Stayton, 
since Stayton discloses the this may be substituted for key pads, i.e. substitution of 
equivalents, (MPEP 2144.06). 

6. Claims 1 8-23, 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Juliver, Quandt et al. or Richmond et al. in view of either Hornung et 
al. or Sood et al. 

Re claim 18, Juliver, Quandt, Richmond, Hornung and Sood are cited as applied to the 
subject matter of claims 1 and 2 above. Re claims 19 and 20, Quandt and Richmond 
disclose the washing machine/water level sensor signal (76 in Quandt; 56e-d in 
Richmond). Re claim 21 , Quandt and Richmond disclose the water temp and water 
level signal. Re claim 22, Quandt and Hornung disclose the knob assembly. Re claim 
23, Juliver, Quandt,, Richmond, and Hornung disclose the plurality of water 
temperature settings. Re claim 25, Juliver, Quandt and Richmond disclose the valve 
actuation signal for their respective valves (34, 36 in Juliver; 46, 48 in Quandt; 30, 32 in 
Richmond). Re claim 26, Richmond discloses the solenoid valve actuation. 

7. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over the 
applied prior art as applied to claim 1 8 above, and further in view of Stayton. 
Claim 24 defines over the applied prior art only in the recitation of the potentiometer. 
Stayton is cited disclosing in a selector of temperature for a washing machine the 
arrangement of employing a potentiometer (see col.4, line 1 1). It therefore would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the device of Juliver, 
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Quandt or Richmond to employ a potentiometer as taught by Stayton, since Stayton 
discloses the this may be substituted for key pads, i.e. substitution of equivalents, 
(MPEP 2144.06). 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In RIechman et a!., Niewyl et al., Corbett, Rhodes et a!., Koize, 
Manson et al., Sacklock et al., Sisson, Bruntz et al., Japan'398, note the control means. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached M-F from 5:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. and some Saturdays from 5:30 a.m. to 1 1 :30 a.m. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1 700 (571 ) 272-1 700. 

Any inquiry for missing parts of this Office Action (copies of references, pages, 
forms etc.), contact the TEAM LEADER Ms. Nicol Scott (571) 272-1045. 
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Primary Examiner 
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